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Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org.au
10 January 2008

The Hon. Stephen Smith,

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Smith

Re Guidelines preventing use of AusAid money in developing countries for disseminating information about certain types of birth control and abortion

The Australian Federation of University Women has noted the report in The Age of 8 January indicating that the Government is considering the 2007 recommendation made by a large group of MPs from all major parties to the effect that it should be permissible to spend Australian overseas aid money for abortion advice to women in developing countries. 

We would very much welcome a decision to this effect as we feel that the prohibition is an unreasonable breach of a woman’s right to control her fertility. Moreover, it contributes not only to a great deal of personal suffering, even death, for individual women but to continuing levels of poor health and poverty in the relevant countries and to an increase in worldwide population that is reaching levels unsustainable for the global environment.

At the Triennial Conference of AFUW in 2003, the following policy resolution was passed:

The 32nd Conference of AFUW urges the Australian government to give the fullest possible political and financial support to the work of the International Family Planning Association, including
(a) support for birth control programs that include all methods that are legally available in the host country, and 
(b) for the distribution of condoms as a measure to counteract HIV/AIDS.

We believe that it is high time that this policy was adopted by Australia and we urge you to include this among other welcome changes proposed by the new ALP Government,

Yours Sincerely

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss AM

President, Australian Federation of University Women

cc:  The Hon. Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister; the Hon. Tanya Plibersek, Minister for the Status of Women; Dr Mal Washer, Federal Member for Moore

