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Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org
2 April 2007

Senator the Hon. Helen Coonan

Minister for Communications

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Senator Coonan,

Re: Funding Support for Indigenous Community Radio


The Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW), affiliated with the International Federation of University Women in Geneva, has an advocacy role in relation to both formal and informal avenues that enable Australians to advance in their educational aspirations.

We have noted with interest the recommendations of the Report of the Parliamentary Committee into Community Radio, chaired by Jacki Kelly. Radio and Televsion can have significant educative roles among. communities which might otherwise feel alienated in Australia. It has proved most efficacious in enabling diverse communities to understand and cooperate with Australian institutions. This is particularly the case with Indigenous communities in regional and remote areas.


Radio is one of the most valuable forms of informal and formal education. The formal aspect has been proved since the development of the School of the Air. Where Indigenous communities are concerned, this avenue of communication has helped them to gain a range of information, for example, about health issues, healthy food, diet, learning for children, preventive measures for family safety. Radio provides the kind of integrated support needed because health and education constantly intersect. Radio is also an avenue for training and employment in a range of related areas, when avenues of employment are urgently required for Indigenous people.


The Report of the Parliamentary Committee into Community Radio is asking the Australian Government to assist Community Radio to change from analog to digital. We understand we that there is a channel available, if the government decides to support it. Since the government abolished ATSIC, Indigenous affairs have been transferred to a number of Ministerial 

responsibilities. AFUW sees the issue of community radio, especially in its contribution to the 

survival of Indigenous communities, as a matter for not only for you as Minister for
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Communications, but also relevant to the Minister for Health, the Minister for Education and the Minister for Indigenous Affairs. 


With respect to the coming 2008 Budget, AFUW requests you, as Minister for Communications, to obtain the support of your colleagues in making a submission to Cabinet that the Report of the Parliamentary Committee into Community Radio be adequately funded to enable it to fulfil its role as a digital provider in 21st century regional and remote Australia.
Geographical distances have been overcome by radio. In the interest of supporting practical reconciliation, and to show the Australian Government's commitment to Australia's First Nation as well as to the communities that are learning to cope with this society that is new to them, AFUW asks that the Australian Government fund the change to digital radio as the report requests.

Yours sincerely




Dr Jennifer Strauss
President AFUW

2/12 Tollington Avenue

East Malvern  VIC 3145

