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10 September 2001

The Hon. Alexander Downer

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Downer,

Re: Optional protocols to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child


I have recently returned from the 2001 Conference of the International Federation of University Women in Ottawa.  This Conference was attended by some 800 women representatives of 71 national affiliates.  During the Conference, voting delegates from these affiliates unanimously endorsed a Resolution put forward by Canada that all affiliates should urge their governments to support the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child on Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict.


I did not expect to have to take action on this matter, as I assumed that the Australian government would have already signed this Optional Protocol.  I was therefore very surprised to read a report in the Age of 10 September that this is not the case. As I must report on resolutions to our Council meeting of 27 October this matter will now be placed on the Agenda.  Since I wish any resolutions taken at Council to be fully informed, I would be grateful if you could inform me before 27 September

· whether it is correct that Australia has not signed the Optional Protocol

· if so, what are the government’s reasons for failing to do so

· whether your government, if re-elected, will pursue a policy of not signing this Protocol,

along with other UN Human Rights Protocols such as that to CEDAW


Yours Sincerely,


(Dr) Jennifer Strauss


President, Australian Federation of University Women

