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13 July 2001

The Hon Alexander Downer

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House 

Canberra,  ACT 2600

Dear Mr Downer,

I write to express the concerns of the Australian Federation of University Women, and especially of its Standing Committee for Peace, about Australian support for President Bush’s proposals for an American National Missile Defence (NMD) scheme.

Our concern has two essential components.  The first is that, far from securing international peace, this proposal, if carried out, may merely re-ignite nuclear arms competition, rather than furthering the aims of nuclear disarmament which have been a long-term part of Australian governmental policies.  Indeed, at the last session of the United Nations, Australia supported a number of resolutions concerning the elimination of nuclear weapons.  The argument that the development and deployment of NMD will subvert the international nuclear weapons reduction treaties so hard-won over recent years has been expressed internationally by the Secretary General of the United Nations, by China and Russia, by NATO allies of the US, and by 50 Nobel Laureates.  It has also been put by a considerable number of United States citizens.

Our second concern is that the scheme will apparently involve Australia as an active component, not merely a neutral or supportive observer, because it will involve the facility at Pine Gap.  Apart from any possible consequential risks to Australian security, or objections to the use of Australian territory to further the political aims of another state, we believe that this means the negation of Australia’s respected role as an advocate and worker for nuclear disarmament and world peace.

We realise that the issues are not simple, but we urge the government to give much more consideration to the arguments against its support for the scheme,

Yours sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, Australian Federation of University Women

cc. Hon Laurie Brereton, Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs

