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22 July 2003

The Hon. Brendan Nelson MP

Minister for Education 

Parliament House

Canberra, ACT 2600

Dear Dr Nelson,

Re: Exemption of Education from any GATS Agreement

I write on behalf of the Australian Federation of University Women, which passed the following Resolution at its recent Triennial Conference:

The 32nd conference of AFUW opposes the inclusion of educational services in any General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS) entered into by Australia on the grounds that

(i) inclusion would remove from Australia's control the content and the quality of the national education system which is a crucial element in the maintenance of Australia's cultural identity and its social and economic wellbeing; and

(ii)
inclusion could require Australian governments to abandon the longstanding principle that their primary responsibility in education is to support a public system accessible to all.

The 32nd Conference further advocates that

(i) these concerns be conveyed to appropriate Ministers at both Federal and State level, and 

(ii) that AFUW continue to monitor developments and raise its voice against the inclusion of education in future GATS agreements.

We urge you to take these important arguments into consideration in determining whether education is to be covered by a GATS agreement.  As you will know, the implications of such an inclusion were a matter of concern to the Senate Inquiry into the Capacity of the Universities to Meet Australia’s Higher Education Needs. The Resolution is also being conveyed to the Minister for Trade, Mr Mark Vaile.

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss,

President, AFUW Inc.

