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AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING TO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING

TITLE OF PROJECT

The results of research undertaken by AFUW nationally and through its State and Territory Associations on Support for Indigenous Education.

BACKGROUND

In 1998, with the help of funding from the Department of Employment, Education, Training and Youth Affairs under the Higher Education Innovative Program (HEIP), the Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW) ran a two-day Conference in Adelaide with the title of “Indigenous Education and the Social Capital - Influences on the Performance of Indigenous Tertiary Students.”  Participants in the Conference were indigenous speakers from Western Australia, Victoria, the Northern Territory and South Australia, and the Presidents of State and Territory AFUW affiliated Associations.

This conference was an important one, particularly coming as it did when issues of reconciliation were foremost in many people’ s minds. The conference aimed to highlight curriculum that is relevant to Indigenous cultures and models for successful study for Indigenous students - particularly as they relate to health and housing. 

It was one of the most comprehensive forums for experts in their field to come together to discuss Indigenous education and its role in Australia.

It provided the opportunity for Indigenous and non Indigenous Australians to speak out about and build strategies to meet the unique needs that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have within the University sector and facilitate a better understanding of Aboriginal perspectives in education. 

Six recommendations were developed and passed at the Conference (Reference 1) and the proceedings were published (ISBN 1 86342 748 1).  Follow-up included action in the AFUW and its affiliated State and Territory Associations.

The results of this follow-up action may be seen in the Report to Federal Council (Reference 2) presented on 22 February 2003.

It is clear from this report that many additional questions have been raised which need further action to get the answers.  It was resolved at Council that AFUW nationally, and the State and Territory branches of AFUW would pursue these questions by means of action at a Federal and State and Territories’ level regarding support for Indigenous students across Australia. Specifically suggestions for action were:

· Where it is appropriate, thank the different Ministers of Education and Department Heads for their cooperation in the past. 

· Explain our connection with IFUW and our concern for human rights which includes the right to learn a mother tongue language, and engage in bi-lingual, bi-cultural education in a two-way atmosphere. 

· Offer a copy of the CD –ROM prepared for the Council.

· Ask them to respond to the specific questions that will be put to them by the Regional Chapter of AFUW to ask about the recent developments in their State or Territory re support for Indigenous education at

 pre-school

junior primary

primary

compulsory secondary

post-compulsory secondary education.

· Suggest that we are concerned about the security of funding for programmes supporting Indigenous education.

· Explain that we would like to bring up-to-date the information we will have available when IFUW, with its NGO connections with the United Nations, meets in Perth in 2004.

· This covering letter will draw attention to the relevant State or Territory section of this report to acknowledge the positive developments as well as express concern with the apparent government policy-based absence of commitment to the two-way approach to Indigenous education.

· Copies of that letter need to go to Catholic Education, the Independent schools, the Lutheran schools and where they exist the Indigenous schools whether Independent or government controlled.

· Where Departments of Education did not respond to Dr Strauss (regarding the inclusion of studies of Indigenous culture in schools), the relevant State or Territory AFUW needs to express its disappointment.

· The Commonwealth government needs to be asked whether it intends to support Indigenous languages, and the two-way, bi-lingual approach to education as part of its commitment to reconciliation in the light of the New Learning: The Charter for Australian Education, produced by the Australian Council of Deans of Education. 

· Universities’ Deans and Heads in Faculties and Schools of Education need to be asked how the existence of that Charter has influenced processes being undertaken in the training of teachers to work with Indigenous students in pre-tertiary situations and the degree to which they are supporting the maintenance of Indigenous languages.

OUTLINE OF THE PROJECT

· Following the Council resolution of 22 February 2003, the National Executive of AFUW and all State and Territory Associations will follow up on the questions raised in the Report to Council (Reference 2), focussing on the following two recommendations

Indigenous Education Conference, Adelaide, 1998, Recommendation 3a:

3. Secondary Education 

Examination of the secondary structures is as important as examination of the tertiary level structures.  The Federal Government in handing so much responsibility back to the States is abdicating its responsibilities for supporting the education of Indigenous people.  Bridging courses are important at both the secondary and tertiary education levels.  Therefore it is recommended that:

(a) State and Territory governments be asked by AFUW regional groups to identify how they are supporting the education of Indigenous people, to provide a basis for future AFUW action at a national level;

31st AFUW Triennial Conference, Adelaide, 2000, Resolutions 7 (a) and (b):

7. Support For Bi-Lingual Education 

The 31st Conference of AFUW urges Federal and State Governments:

(a) to ensure that a range of options exists for Indigenous students through bi-lingual education, English as a Second Language and the Australian Indigenous Languages Framework to enable Indigenous parents and students to choose pathways appropriate to different stages in their education; and

(b) to provide adequate funding to ensure that the benefit of these options are available to all Australians; 

· Results of this research will be made available by December 15,  2003 to:

Erica Jolly MA, MACE AFUW (SA) Education/health liaison and member of the AFUW National Standing Committee on Education who will, if funding can be obtained, prepare a booklet along the following lines

(1) Evidence of support for indigenous students in secondary levels through

(a) financial support

(b) support through language teaching taking constructive cognisance of, and valuing Aboriginal English

(c) solid ESL support

(d) evidence of continuous staffing support

and where the money is coming from and is it guaranteed 

(2) Bi-lingual education where and how supported

(3) Health issues and their connection with educational success

(4) Finally and most importantly how the different universities are supporting Indigenous education/health.

· This booklet will be ready for presentation at the Conference of the International Federation of University Women to be held in Perth in August 2004 (only the second time the IFUW has held its Triennial Conference in Australia).

· It will also be widely distributed in Australia to appropriate bodies.
FUNDING BEING SOUGHT TO BE SPENT IN 2004

1. Honorarium for Erica Jolly MA, MACE AFUW (SA) Education/health 

liaison and member of the AFUW National Standing Committee on Education
2,000

2. Typesetting of Report (estimated 100 pages or A4 paper)


   175

3. Printing of 100 copies, cover of stiff card and ring bound


1,000

4. Cost of distribution (postage, CDs)





   200

TOTAL COST           3,375
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED

1. November 1998 Issue of Graduate Women (pages 13 – 17)

2. Final Report (in CD Rom format) into State and Territories’ support for Indigenous students at secondary schools prepared for the AFUW National Council, prepared by Erica Jolly MA, MACE AFUW (SA) Education/health liaison and member of the AFUW National Standing Committee on Education.  This Report documents bureaucratic attitudes towards Indigenous students evident in National Reports into Schooling 1998 and 1999, as well as

· responses from regional AFUW States and Territories to questions regarding support for Indigenous students and the study of Indigenous cultures in schools in response to the 1998 resolutions, reinforced by the AFUW National Council in February 1999;

· the actions taken by the AFUW National Executive and Council after the passing of the resolutions related to support for Indigenous people at the31st Triennial AFUW Conference in Adelaide 2000;

· the responses of the Departments of Education in the States and Territories to the letter from Dr Jennifer Strauss regarding the inclusion of studies of Indigenous culture in schools;

· suggestion of ways that AFUW’s national and regional organisations can complete their obligations, unanimously supported in 1999 and reinforced in 2000 with support for bi lingual approaches to Indigenous education.

