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11 February 2002

Professor Maurice D. Copithorne
Special Representative for Human Rights in Iran
UN. Human Rights Commission
Human Rights Center, Palais Wilson
Geneva, Switzerland

Dear Professor Copithorne,


I write on behalf of the Australian Federation of University Women to ask that you intervene urgently on behalf of those women teachers who were arrested in late January for their participation in demonstrations, sit-ins and protest moves.  These women are struggling to overthrow a religious dictatorship which oppresses them and denies them the gender equality which more and more nations are realising is essential to a just civil society.  it is reported that they have been beaten, detained, and in some cases interrogated under torture.


Can you intervene on behalf of any women still in detention or threatened with punitive action for their part in demanding their human rights, and can you attempt to ensure that in future recognition of the right to demonstrate peacefully for their human rights will be accorded to all Iranian citizens, including women,


Yours sincerely,


(Dr) Jennifer Strauss


President, Australian Federation of University Women

