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24 September 2002

Senator the Hon. Kay Patterson

Minister for Health

Parliament House

Canberra  ACT 2600

Dear Senator Patterson,

Re: Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
I am writing on behalf of a group of Pacific Island nations who have recently formed, with Australia and New Zealand, a Regional Group within the International Federation of University Women.  The nations involved are Fiji, Samoa, Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Niue.

Several of these attended the WHO regional conference held in August in Noumea, at which I understand Australia was represented.  You will probably therefore be aware that leading health officials from the three sub-regions – Micronesia, Melanesia and Polynesia –  were strongly in support of the call from Palau’s Minister of Health, Sandra Pierantozzi, for the Pacific to become a ‘tobacco-free zone’.  While this may be an extreme position, they are anxious that there should be a strong Pacific input to the final meeting on the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control which will take place in Geneva this October, before the Convention is formally adopted by the World Health Organization next May.
They have asked me to canvas with you Australia’s support to ensure a Convention strong enough to be, in the words of Palau’s Minister for Health, an effective strategy ‘to stem the massive tide of ill health, disability and death in our islands, brought about by consumption of tobacco, in all its forms.’

AFUW maintains a Standing Committee on Health and Welfare as part of its ongoing concern with the status of women.  We believe that the women of the Pacific Islands deserve every possible support in this matter, and we hope that it will be forthcoming from Australia’s representatives in Geneva in October,

Yours Sincerely, 

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss, President, AFUW Inc.

