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24 February 2001

The Prime Minister

The Hon John Howard, MP

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Howard,


In passing the following motion addressed to Mr Ruddock as Minister for Immigration, members present at the Annual General Meeting of the Australian Federation of University Women requested that it should be brought to your attention, since it concerns policy matters which are the responsibility of the Government as a whole.


That the Australian Federation of University Women Inc. requests the Minister for Immigration, Multicultural Affairs and Aboriginal Affairs, the Hon. Philip Ruddock, to bring an immediate end to the incarceration of women and children under harsh conditions in remote and isolated localities as a result of the current government policy of mandatory detention of unauthorised refugees and asylum seekers.

I am enclosing a copy of the letter to Mr Ruddock, which sets out the arguments in support of this motion.  Members of the Federation would very much appreciate your consideration of this matter, which we believe to be of great importance to Australia’s international reputation,

Yours Sincerely

Dr Jennifer Strauss,

President, Australian Federation of University Women

