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20 June 2001

The Hon. Chris Ellison

Minister for Justice and Customs

Parliament House

Canberra, ACT 2600

Dear Senator Ellison, 

I am forwarding herewith a motion passed by the Australian Federation of University Women at its Council Meeting of 16 June.  Council have requested that it should be brought to your attention for a response:

Motion passed at 16 June Council Meeting of AFUW:

In view of the evidence of the ongoing exploitative trafficking of women into Australia for the purposes of prostitution, and in the apparent absence of prosecutions for this offence, the Council of the Australian Federation of University Women 

(a) calls upon the Australian government, and in particular upon the Minister for Justice and Customs, to ensure that  the provisions of the Criminal Code Amendment (Slavery and Sexual Servitude) Act of 1999 are vigorously pursued and enforced;

(b) requests the Minister to provide statistical information on the investigation and prosecution of offences covered by the above legislation;

(c) calls for the establishment of a dedicated and well-resourced unit of the Australian Federal Police to ensure that those who profit from keeping women in sexual servitude are discovered, prosecuted, and sentenced in an appropriate manner under the provisions of the Act; 

(d) calls for measures to ensure that the prosecution of offenders is not subverted by the deportation of the very women whose testimony is essential if an offence is to be proved;

(e) applauds the support given through AusAID to the recent anti-trafficking project identification mission in the ASEAN region and urges the Government to intensify such efforts at international co-operation in the work of preventing the trafficking of women and children;

(f) urges the Government to define Australia’s opposition to human trafficking by signing the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime.

We look forward to receiving a response on these matters from you in the light of your Ministerial responsibility in this area,

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, Australian Federation of University Women

