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Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org
1 February 2007

The Hon. John Howard MP

The Prime Minister

Parliament House

Canberra ACT

Dear Mr Howard,

Re: UN Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities

The Australian Federation of University Women notes that this Convention – the first convention to offer protection for the rights of the estimated 650 million people in the world with disabilities – opens for signatures in March. We have also noted that the terms of this Convention are particularly relevant to the Federation’s aim of advancing the status of women and the rights of the girl child, in that they recognize and emphasize the special needs of women and children and affirm equality between men and women as one of the Convention’s guiding principles. 

We very much hope to hear that Australia is an early signatory to this important Convention and to its Optional Protocol, which enables groups and individuals in ratifying countries to appeal to the UN Committee on Rights of Persons with Disabilities if they are unable to obtain redress of grievances within the existing processes of that country.

We are more confident in these hopes because we know that the Commonwealth Disability Discrimination Act of 1991 has already provided strong protection for the rights of the disabled, and that its provisions go a considerable way to meet the Convention’s aims of ensuring that those with disabilities have access to education, employment, health, justice and public facilities.  We believe therefore that the reporting mechanisms of the convention will allow the Australian government to demonstrate to the international community the progress made in eliminating discrimination against all people with disabilities.

Australia should be able to take a leading role in the international co-operation envisaged in the Convention.  We urge you to seize the opportunity,

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, Australian Federation of University Women

2/12 Tollington Ave, East Malvern VIC 3145

cc: The Hon. Kevin Rudd, Leader of the Opposition

